As otolaryngologists we are particularly concerned with the assertions that "sensorineural deafness" has "responded well to treatment," to quote one brochure from an American "acupuncture center." Another asserts, "Although many patients begin to hear better after the first few treatments, others require at least 20 before improvement becomes evident. A minimum of ten treatments is required for nerve deafness. We can treat only hearing loss caused by nerve damage. We do not treat hearing loss caused by otosclerosis." Another "acupuncture center" specializes in hearing and tells inquirers in a form letter that its "staff of medical doctors and acupuncturists have developed basic guidelines concerning the various types and circumstances of nerve deafness which might improve through acupuncture treatment." None of the above statements is supported by acceptable data. The use of acupuncture in the treatment of neurosensory hearing loss, according to those best qualified to comment on it, the Chinese otologists who are studying the subject, is a new, highly experimental therapeutic modality. The techniques are undergoing change at frequent intervals. The Chinese profession makes no claim for "cures." Far from asserting that "many patients begin to hear better after the first few treatments," they report that treatment must be prolonged, as long as one to four years, and that the results thus far indicate limited improvement in a small percentage of patients with congenital or acquired neurosensory deafness. The percentage appears to be larger, however, than could be accounted for by chance, misdiagnosis, improvised methods of measurement of hearing loss or psychogenic factors.
As a result of several visits to the People's Republic of China and extended observations of their work in this area, I have, under their guidance, undertaken a modest research program. The results of this study will be reported this spring at a professional meeting. Such meetings, in my view, are the proper forum for such reports, and for their scientific evaluation before they are released to the public.
Since there is, at present, no satisfactory way of restoring neurosensory hearing loss it is important that investigation into this modality be continued. It is equally important that strict professional safeguards be enforced in view of the evidence of premature exploitation. He will present a report of a six months' study of the acupuncture treatment for April, 1974. 
